Before the

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20544

In the Matter of )
Updating the Reciprocal Compensation )  WC Docket No. 18-155
Regime to Eliminate Access Arbitrage )

REPLY COMMENTS OF
NATIVE AMERICAN TELECOM COMPANIES

Native American Telecom, LLC (“NAT-Crow Creek”) and Native American Telecom — Pine
Ridge, LLC (“NAT-PR”), collectively Native American Telecom Companies,1 hereby submit these
Reply Comments in the above-captioned proceeding. The Native American Telecom
Companies are furthering the Commission’s goals of rural broadband deployment, digital
literacy, and economic development by attracting new business to rural Tribal lands that have
long suffered from poverty, unemployment, and lack of services. As the Commission moves
forward with further reforms of the intercarrier compensation system, it is imperative that rural
consumers and rural service providers are not sacrificed in the process.

As explained in the attached presentation, the Native American Telecom Companies
have been successful in furthering the Commission’s goals of rural broadband deployment,
digital literacy, and economic development through an innovative business model that does not
rely on universal service subsidies, which other rural carriers reply upon. Our business model is
based on encouraging economic activity, which, in turn, enables rural Tribal communities to
enjoy the benefits of services only available in more urban areas. Simple things, like free Wi-Fi
access to the Internet, which is available in numerous locations in urban areas, like Washington,
D.C., is not available in many rural communities. On the Crow Creek and Pine Ridge Indian

reservations, the Native American Telecom Companies provide residents with free access to the

! The Native American Telecom Companies are independent competitive local exchanges
serving the Crow Creek and Pine Ridge Indian reservations. The Native American Telecom
Companies are not affiliated with any incumbent local exchange carriers or tandem/transport
providers.



Internet, use of computers, and digital literacy training. On a typical night, you can find Tribal
residents huddled around our Internet Library and Technology Centers after hours to take
advantage of free Wi-Fi Internet service that we provide to the community. None of these
services would be available to Tribal residents without our ability to attract business and
economic development on these reservations based upon the Commission’s existing
intercarrier compensation rules.?

The Native American Telecom Companies urge the Commission to encourage new and
innovative approaches to bringing the benefits of affordable broadband service to rural
communities by (i) not eliminating intercarrier compensation for conferencing and other types
of traffic and (ii) adopting other innovative intercarrier compensation proposals, like those put

forth by HD Tandem.?

Respectfully submitted,

e >
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Gene Delordy
President and General Counsel
Native American Telecom Companies
Gene@NativeAmericanTelecom.com

203-583-0256

Enclosure

? It is important to note that the Native American Telecom Companies operate in a manner fully
consistent with all applicable federal and Tribal requirements. Some carriers continue to make
arguments to further their self-interests based upon false narratives, which should be ignored
by the Commission. The Native American Telecom Companies invite the Commission to visit
their operations and see first-hand how it is operating and serving the Tribal communities with

valuable broadband services.
3 The phrase “access stimulation” is typically used to refer to high volume traffic terminated at a

location, but it also has a negative connotation, so it is not used in these Reply Comments.
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